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Unit goals: 
Science:


	GLE 0107.Inq.1 Observe the world of familiar objects using the senses and tools.

GLE 0107.Inq.2 Ask questions, make logical predictions, plan investigations, and represent data. 

 
0107.Inq.1 Use senses and simple tools to make observations.   
GLE 0107.8.1 Gather and interpret daily weather data. 

0107.8.1 Collect daily weather information to predict what conditions might occur on the following day. 

	0107.8.2 Discuss what makes a weather prediction accurate or inaccurate. 
Social Studies:

1.3.03 Demonstrate awareness of the interaction between human and physical systems around the world.
d.  Describe what weather is.




Introductory procedures: 


Day One:

Read and discuss the book:  What Makes The Weather  by Janet Palazzo.  Reinforce to students that weather is constantly changing and is the state of the atmosphere at a given time in a particular place.  Discuss what type of weather the class has recently been experiencing.
On the computer watch 2 of the Brainpopjr movies (either whole group or in lab) from this site:

http://www.brainpopjr.com/science/weather/
Watch the video for the previous and current season.

On Chart paper, write “Predictions” at the top.  Write the days of the week across the top.  Ask various students to predict what type of weather might occur on these days.  Have students bear in mind information they just learned from the brainpopjr video.  Only write down valid predictions.  If students give outrageous predictions, discuss why those predictions are improbable.

Day Two:

Revisit weather prediction made for this day.  Was it accurate?  

On the computer watch 2 of the Brainpopjr movies (either whole group or in lab) from this site:

http://www.brainpopjr.com/science/weather/
Watch the video for the next 2 upcoming seasons

Using a large instructional thermometer, explain to students that when discussing weather, it is important to know the temperature.  Tell students that when the weather gets warmer, the mercury on the thermometer goes up, and when temperatures get cooler the mercury moves down.  Discuss what various temperatures feel like (ex. 0-40’s cold, 50-60 cool, 70’s warm, 80’s and above hot).

Have students record temperatures and make predictions using the worksheet below.  Collect papers to reexamine on Day 3.
Explain that temperature is used to describe, air, water, food, etc.  Let students use a small thermometer to determine the temperature of the water in water fountain, rainwater (if it rains that day), water that has been heated for 30 seconds in a microwave.

Day Three:

Read/discuss the book Weather Words and What They Mean by Gail Gibbons.  Have various students write down the “weather words” from the story on index cards.  Shuffle the cards and have students take turns drawing a card and explaining what that weather word means.
Revisit weather predictions made on chart paper.  Discuss their accuracy.

Pass out Temperature worksheet completed on day two.  Have students take thermometers outside and determine air temperature.  Was the previous day’s prediction correct?  Why or why not?

Day Four:
Pass out the weather forecasting worksheet.  Explain to students that at the end of each week, they will predict the weather for the upcoming week.  Have students fill out the top portion of the Weather Predicting Worksheet.  On each day the following week, students can record the actual weather and compare with their predicitions.  One worksheet can be done whole group, or students can each do their own.

Show students various weather websites, such as www.weather.com/ and www.wbir.com/weather/
Discuss why it is important to need to know what the weather will be (i.e. knowing how to dress, planning activities, etc.)

Have students draw a picture of their favorite type of weather.  Tell them to label their pictures and include a temperature to go with it.  Share drawings and discuss.
Materials or media:

Chart paper, marker, large demonstration thermometer, small student thermometers, cups, water, access to a microwave, computer

Books: 

What Makes The Weather  by Janet Palazzo
Weather Words and What They Mean by Gail Gibbons
Website: 
http://www.brainpopjr.com/science/weather/
Worksheets: included below

Temperature

Weather Forecasting

Name:   _________________________________
Temperature
Write in or circle the correct answer.
	The classroom temperature is _________.
This temperature is:   cold     cool     warm     hot.    



	The temperature outside is ________.

This temperature is:   cold     cool     warm     hot.



	I think the temperature tomorrow at this time will be ______.

What did you use to help you make this prediction?

___________________________________________________



	What is weather? ________________________________________




Name:   _________________________________

Weather Forecasting

My Weather Predictions
	Monday

Weather:
Temperature:


	Tuesday

Weather:
Temperature:

	Wednesday

Weather:
Temperature:

	Thursday

Weather:
Temperature:

	Friday

Weather:
Temperature




Actual Weather
	Monday

Weather:
Temperature:


	Tuesday

Weather:
Temperature:

	Wednesday

Weather:
Temperature:

	Thursday

Weather:
Temperature:

	Friday

Weather:
Temperature




